
 

 

Glen Ogilvie School Council Meeting 

Wednesday, October 18, 2017, 7 pm 

School Library 

Attendance:  

Nora Kennedy, Tanya Monteiro, Jessica Hearty, Chelsey Wynne (minutes), Jessica Faure, Laria Pile, Sherri 

Piercey, Lisa Lovric, Seema Guram, Paula McGuirk-Lemay, Charlotte McRae, Daniella Howson, Leslie 

Cartwright, Nic Roome, Crystal Gottfried, Christine McNiven, Andrea Townsend, Chris Taitt  

 

1) Approval of agenda and Chair’s remarks (Nora K. and Tanya M.) 

a) Committee reports: note items are standing on the agenda; not necessarily included each 

month due to new content for discussion. 

b) Winter clothing donation: request is ongoing. 

c) Spare clothing has been requested for use by the office. This includes pants,underwear, socks, 

which will be given to children who may have gotten wet in the play yard, etc.  

d) Change to the agenda:  switching the order of items 8 and 9. 

 

[Motion to approve agenda as amended by Sherri; seconded by Lisa. Motion carried.] 

 

2) Approval of September 2017 Minutes (Chelsey Wynne) 

a) Minutes will be sent out one week after the meeting for which they are taken. Council has been 

requested to submit edits ahead of the next meeting, where approval will be subsequently 

carried out.  

b) No further changes to the October 2017 minutes.  

 

[Motion to approve September 2017 minutes  by  Nora; seconded by Sherri. Motion carried.] 

 

3) Appointment of new parents at large (Tanya and Nora) 

a) Council received four new nominations for parents at large. These are Chris Taitt, Crystal 

Gottfried, Nic Roome, and Andrea Townsend. 

b) Nora reminded Council that everyone is always welcome to meetings; one does not need to be 

a voting member to attend.  

 

[Motion to approve new parents at large  by Nora; seconded by Sherri. Motion carried.] 
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4) a) Treasurer’s report  (Jessica H) 

a) See report. 

b) Note that pizza amounting $311.24 was paid by “11-11”, so amount was less for meet the 

teacher. 

c) Pizza days and milk anticipated costs are only based on 3 pizza weeks. These numbers will 

change in future when more actuals are available to draw on. 

d) Current working balance is where Council had planned for it to be at the beginning of the 

2017-18 school year.  

e) Council was asked a question about the tree line item. Nora noted that the subject was 

discussed in the September 2017 monthly meeting and meetings in 2016-2017 year. See 

minutes for details. Trees are now in reserve for greening of the yard, however, a longer-term 

plan now in place which included rocks for sitting on, the buddy benches, etc.  

 

[Motion to approve treasurer’s report by  Chris; seconded by Sherri . Motion carried.] 

 

b) Budget draft (Jessica H) 

a) See report. 

b) Pizza: price per pizza went up from $9.25 to $9.50 per pizza; delivery increased from $3.50 to 

$3.75; and we increased our tip at the end of last year from $5.00 to $7.50.  This equates to an 

approximate increase of $11.75 per pizza day. 

c) Chocolate milk costs went up, so there is only a profit margin of cents on each milk sold. 

Council had discussion about increasing cost. This program was not intended as a fund 

generator; the intent is to simply cover costs. Council will not increase prices at this time. It was 

suggested that two different prices could be charged for chocolate and white milk. No; it is too 

confusing to have multiple prices.  

d) Note that the revenue gain item was from a bank error in the 2016-2017 year. Bank had 

processed a cheque incorrectly; gain was the amount  the bank returned to us due to this error 

in our favor.  

e) Donations - to be noted that the amount was a unique occurrence, and was a donation from 

the BCA. Will not anticipate further donations for this year.  

f) Misc items include OCASC fee, cheque purchases, retirement gifts, etc. 

g) This is a draft copy of the budget - Jess H. has requested that council review and make 

suggestions. 

 

5) Halloween dance 
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a) DJ has been booked.  

b) Sign-up forms have been sent out to parents. 

c) Donations: Flying squirrel has donated ten 1 hour passes. To be determined how to group 

for distribution in raffle. Metro donated candy and a pumpkin. 

d) Glow bracelets are to be purchased from dollar store. 

e) A family will be donating beanie boos. 

f) Nic will donate a 1 hour flight. 

g) There will be 5 raffle prizes in total. 

h) Nora is not sure of the actual statistics, however she offered the insight that it seems as 

though parents participate in the raffle regardless of prize quantities or values. 

i) Steph will be purchasing the chips. 

j) Lisa has a spreadsheet of what was purchased last year; and will share it with Sherri. 

k) Steph is looking after refreshments.  

l) Nora encourages council members to bring friends/new parents with them to volunteer at 

the dance. It is a great event to volunteer for, as well as a great way to get participants in school 

events.  

m) Decorations are typically stored on the stage in the gym. Charlotte is asking teachers for 

classroom art/decorations to post around the hallways.  

n) Lisa would like to have name tags.  

 

6) Principal and Vice Principal’s report (Seema G. and Paula M.) 

a) Seema presented photos of the students participating in various activities to Council. The 

included a grade 5 PAL participant teaching other students games in the yard. She displayed 

photos from iWalk - mascot was a hit. Another photo included Angel teaching the PALS 

program; Seema noted that Angel has put a lot of time into this program. Other photos include 

Intramural soccer  - which was a hit,  and the math learning session which teachers recently 

attended.  

b) Terry Fox run was a success. $3300 raised overall. Appreciation was expressed to Charlotte and 

staff.  

c) PD day was focused on the school survey and EQAO results. Survey questions focused on 

getting a sense of how the students feel while at school. Seema explained that Glen O has a 

safe schools team in the building - focus is on discussing safety concerns, things that can be 

improved. Seema presented results of the survey (attached in appendix). Safety while travelling 

to and from school is an area of concern, and is a focus for improvement.  

d) Teachers who have signed up for specific roles in school went to a K-12 math workshop. It has 
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been determined that school learning plan requires math and wellbeing portions.  

e) EQAO results - Paula went to training focused on EQAO results. There is an overwhelming 

amount of data. She expressed that they are at the beginning stages of interpretation.  

f) Paula expressed that she was pleased with increase in math results. Will analyse strengths and 

challenges, and will be able to drill down to very specific issues to focus on, for example 

number sense.  

g) Many students performed at level 3. Many also performed at level 2, which she feels is an easy 

target for improvement. Performance data can give very specific, such as students standing at 

level 2.1, 2.3, etc.  

h) Seema informed Council that Paula’s past job was a coach/itinerant at the board.  

i) Nora asked whether Seema had access to the grade 6 EQAO results, as this has been available 

to Council in past years. This information was not available for the Council meeting. Seema and 

Paula explained that another interesting piece of information which was covered at the EQAO 

session was that, if a student is unsuccessful at grade 3, then they are highly likely to be 

unsuccessful at high school assessment. 

 

7) Teacher’s  report  (Charlotte M.) 

a) Cross country was held on week of October 9-13; Glen O team ranked second overall. 

b) Soccer underway for the Grade 5’s. 

c) Charlotte agreed that Terry Fox was a success, as mentioned by Seema.  

d) WE club activities include investigating how to buy a goat for donation.  

e) Green team - Charlotte purchased materials for golden shoe award. Golden Shoe award will be 

awarded as part of the Walking, Wheeling, Wednesdays. The goal is to encourage kids and 

families to use the three methods to arrive at school, as opposed to in-car. Class with most 

WWW’s will win golden shoe award for the week. The survey will be tailored to factor in 

classroom demographics (older grades may have more walkers/younger will have more 

bussers, some programs have a population which is entirely bussers). Questions  to include 

“have you walked once this week?”. 

f) Pedestrian safety session scheduled. 

g) Charlotte presented a card made by the kindergarteners as a thank-you to Council for the light 

table and kinder supplies purchased last year. Council was informed that it was a “bit hit”.  

 

8) Parent Reaching Out Grant (PRO) Grant (Tanya and Nora) 

a) PRO grants requires documentation which provides specifics on use, including financial line 

items. Focus for the grant received this year is on Math nights, as per funding proposal. 
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Discussion with Richard in 2016 - 2017 year involved inclusion of two dates for math nights. 

Further discussion this  school year has led to the revelation that the desire is to hold only one. 

Gym has been booked for Nov 30th, however, there is concern that Council already has many 

events between October and December, including the Remembrance Day assembly. Mariam 

Small was suggested, as well as Jo Boaler. Council was asked for feedback from last year’s math 

night by Sharon Reichtenstein. Some found the session to be useful. Discussion regarding what 

gaps we may want to address ensued. Seema and Paula identified that well-being is a large 

focus area requiring attention. Staff have been asked about what they do for well-being at the 

school. The current state is that they are trying to get a sense of what the end goal is/looks like. 

Council discussed which math skills may be valuable in addressing for parents. Math techniques 

have changed over the years; not all parents understand what their child is doing when they 

bring homework home. Point was raised that perhaps parents don’t need to be experts in the 

methods, but should have the skills to fill a supportive coaching role. OCDSB and EQAO both 

have had a shift toward inclusion of growth mindset, collaborative problem solving and 

acceptance of failure as part of the learning process as integral skills to be included as part of 

math. Seema had previously sent Nora a speaker suggestion via email; Seema was asked if the 

presenter was for the kids or parents. Seema will send over further information, and Nora will 

share with Council. Council may make a decision by email vote, as booking a session with any 

speaker is time-sensitive. Nora raised that it is also possible to share costs of speaker with 

another school in the area. 

b) EQAO Results - already discussed 

c) Parent nights - included in above discussion. 

 

9) Committee Business (Cont’d) 

a) Active Transportation (Andrea) - Drive to 5 initiative underway - those driving to school are 

encouraged to park a 5-minute walking distance from the school at drop-off time. Walking 

Wednesdays underways. Green team has committed to taking on walking wheeling Wednesday 

map.  

b) Fundraising: Nora suggesting to do QSP again this year. Acknowledging that magazines are a 

“dying breed”, she believes it is still worthwhile. However, it is likely not worth using the paper 

catalogues, shus she will send a letter home with the website address. By using school code 

when ordering on the site, Council will get percentage back. This method includes very little 

administrative effort; $300 was generated last year.  Fundscript is more work, but still worth 

the time. Will send out orders in November. A few years ago, the suggestion was made that the 

order should be done monthly. Nora is willing to try, but also noted that it was the same 6-8 
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families ordering every month each month. She agreed that Council will review in future. 

Council was asked for any new ideas. Chris expressed that he is still interested in organizing a 

golf tournament. Nora has a contact with experience and good ideas who is interested in 

helping with the tournament. Chris would like to survey for interest, and will explore best 

method for doing so. Nora explained that a few years ago, the decision was made to focus on 

food programs as the primary fundraising activity, everything else is extra.  

c) Communications (Laura) - Plan is to move over documents  from the previous GOSC.ca site to 

board’s Google-based site. Laura and Chelsey to meet in the next week to work on this; work to 

be completed before the end of October.  

d) Curriculum - No updates 

e) Food Programs (Lisa) - No updates. Hot dogs days - 2 dates for are under review, with the 21st 

of November as the most likely. This hotdog day, grade 5’s would love to help so they can raise 

funds for their WE Day bus.  

 

10) Approval of monies to be spent (school wishlist to be approved)  

a) Seema presented a wish list - see attached in appendix.  

b) Explanation of the dance group: instructor does activities by class, followed by a collective 

dance in the end. Cost amounts to roughly $8 - 10.00 per child. Four dances are taught overall; 

more info on their website, “Tradansa”. 

c) “Readers” were differentiated from “levelled readers”. It’s for Mme. Lanoy’s reading activities, 

not take-home reading. 

d)  LLI readers - last set was purchased two years ago; class is definitely short some readers. Could 

use about an additional 15 at this time.  

e) Nora asked how many students are using the sensory room - Seema says ~ 50/week. 

f) Nora asked for clarification on what classroom consumables is. May be the teacher amounts. 

g) Technology as a need was raised for discussion. Chris would like to know if this is this a wise 

investment. Council is not entirely sure n what the answer to that is. Lisa expressed that she 

feels that any requests from the teachers are valid, as she doesn’t feel they would ask unless 

necessary. Seema expressed that the technology currently in the school is well-used.  

h) Nora has asked Seema to have teachers provide info about how technology is used and how it 

helps them. Request was for presentation of this information at the next meeting. 

i) If council has questions regarding the wish list, please get back to Nora ASAP, and she will 

forward to Seema.  
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11) Upcoming dates 

a) Halloween Dance October 26th 

b) GOSC meeting November 15th 

c) Hot Dog day November 21st 

 

12) Adjournment 

[Motion to adjourn by Chelsey; seconded by Jess F. Motion carried.] 
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